A MISSING LINK

CHARTS HITHHIT SSUARES OR OPPOSITIMNS
By Marion D. March

Before you even start to think about the topic at hand, there are two wvery
important principles to remember:

1. There are no absolutes in astrology, becauce free will can change any
absolute into a "perhaps" or "mavbe.”

2. All astrological interpretations have to be based on the entire chart, and
all wisdoms, new technliques, teachings, ideas and thoughts wvou hear from the

pros - including me - have to be viewed in that context.

When we first studied astrology, we probably learned about “difficult® and
"easy" aspects. Some books, trying to fit todav‘s language and a more humanistic
approach, might cxll them "chalienging" and "flowing" aspects, or "tension
producing® versus “"opportunity qiving." Whatever terms are used, the implication
is always that sgquares and oppositions are fairly hard to handle, whereas the
trines and sextiles are a breeze. So if we find an individual whose chart has
very few or no squares or oppositions, we should be dealing with an easy

horoscope -- right? Wraong!

For years [ have pondered over the probability of this and one day fate played
into my hands. There were 10 people in one of the classes [ waz teaching, and
four of them had no squares, not even one, two of the students had zero
oppositions and the other four had anly one or two squares or oppositions. I got

the messane and started to do some serious research on the subiect.

After fooking though thousands of charts of clients, students and famous people
and pestering astrological colleagues for their input I have been able to form

the basis of this article. But let’s examine a very basic understanding of what

a square or an opposition really means



o

being the flat chart to quide us, we realize that z square iz realiy Aries
versus Cancer or Aries versus Capricorn. WNow visualize this: fiery, I oriented,
Mars ruled Aries, squarely placed against gentle, watery, nurturing, Moon ruled
Cancer. But Took out == what does water do to fire? It puts it out! How do you
think Aries feels when somzone tries to sliminate him? He gets good and mad, in

fact mad enough to do something about the situstion.

What about quiet, down-to-earth but ambitious, Saturn ruled Capricorn versus hot
and heady aries? What does sarth do to fire? [t tries to smother it. And again
Aries, not wishing to be suffocated, and Knowing he is numero uno, the best,

stands up to fight for his surwviwval.

That‘s why squares are feisty and fighty, and that’s why we definitely need
squares in order to make something of ourselwes, to fight for survival, to get
enough gumption to do anything. ‘-cluding overcoming the influence of our
parents, astrologically represented by the 4th/18th, Cancer/Capricorn houses.
That is really part of our growing up process, the nesd to be counted, to learn

to stand up for ourselvas.

What about the opposition. Again Jet’s wisualize the +Flat chart. Here is
pioneering, me first Mars ruled Aries, teiling the world that he needs nobody
and no-one, until one day he becomes "aware® (our favorite positive Key word for
the oppozition? of how lovely Venus ruled Libra looks owver there on the other
zide. WVenussLibra has Known all along that Mars/Aries’ fire can’t really burn
without being fanned by her air, but zhe’s content to sit back and wait for

Aries to make the first move,

When he does, they both benefit. Libra adds class and style to the Aries forward

nature; Aries gives Librz 2 push to help her make up her mind and stop



NAME

- CHART T

DATE Dam 311218 TiME .20 ap. " [0 20k

pLacE Vamcluse [ Syel i, Nsw/

tong. IS E 1¢

LAT. 33 551

TCST

A usTRALIA
SOURCE: Wy, S P Gy
Howy, Pan ke
noXfmy
noYIhJ-naé'l;ﬁ'
SIGN.| p
c.0.[D-Q
M.R.| _
RUL.(Y,,
Dlsp.j}\;f;
Y L%-3.9
0 X &) F1x {h5-0-Q-H0
0 O lidptanetny) 3| MUT. [hc-cf- fisc
LONG. | DEC.|DWAD he 3| FIRE W5 he
2 A|EARTH [T.3)
?&L 3| AR 1094
Q ey 2@? Y wATER[P.D}. 5. Ar
0] || ANG. [P
s d 3| succ. (.. D
R () cro. [Y-3.0040.3
(P o X h;l, DIG. [y ;%%
d d Pl EX. Rk
LI 2 DET. |Qinz-Dints
T Q d P FALL -
SIA 7 |\ [asc PATTERN| Sev- Sans
a alwalalal® 1 [mc M [TFE, FUBS'ZLIR_EL'QIEND@
Apag31(1459) DATE;.lqsl

€ March & McEvers

The Only Way to .. . Learn Astrology g -~ <o(14¢s)

W, = 5101976)
M- ncsal)



procrastinating: together they have become aware that by using e=ach other’s
polarities they each gain in understanding and growth potential. OFf course until
Aries realizes that he needs Libra, that "no man is an iﬁiand,“ there may be
quite a few ups and downs. The opposition may work like a teeter totter; he’l]
feel either way up or way down, never knowing why, because without awareness of

the other, the 7th house, Aries cannot be aware of or really understand himself.

When we have squarez or oppositions in our horoscopes, we automatically learn
the basic facts of self defense and szelf-awareness. But what about the "lucky"

ones who do not have to fight? Are they really lucky? Is their life easier?

To bring this down to a personal level, [ have chosen & charts of people |
personally know as friends, clients or students, 3 of whom have no squares and 3
are without oppositions. I have also picked some examples of famous people

without these aspects in order to better illustrate the subject at hand.

In my research I have found many people with lacks -- in fact I have a Jlecture
titled "Thosze Elusive Lacks" which discusses the subject at great length. I have
found that the line between those who cope and those who don’t is very thin. It
zpems to be based on imbalances. Just one lack, be it an aspect or lack of an
element or quality, or even an unaspected planet —-- just one lack or even fwo in
a strong chart are not enough for the'persan to flounder or not function in what
we consider a normal fashion. But too many imbalances can throw the individual.

Let me show you some actual examples.

CHART 1 - : Az you can see, she has no squares, and she also lacks sextiles.

has a see—-saw chart and without squares teo spur her on, plus her mutable
angles and strong water planets, it is easy to understand that she could have a
difficult time. But how does this manifest?

One effect of the squareless chart, one that seems to hold true for all  the



.

people I have personally observed, is that they act as though nothing is ever
wrong; the world and life are beautiful. As zays: "When things get really
rough, I Just laugh and laugh." But iz she taughing with gallows humor, or
because she does not really feel the tensions or apprehencions that those of us
with squares do feel? Her life, as that of wothers without squares or
oppositions, is by no means easy -- it is only the wav they handle <(or not
handle) it that makes the difference.

qot married at age 23, had a daughter the following year and lest her
husband four years later. (Secondary progressed Moon at 8 Taurus formed a T-
sguare to the Sun/Neptune opposition.) She raised her chitd and really did
little with or for herself until after her daughter’s marriage in 1?243. Then she
started part time work in a nursing home, stumbled upon astrology in 1970 and is
now a professional astrologer doing teaching and research.
Since no square ever pressured her into using her &th house for work, she used
it for i1l heslth instead. She had her tonsils out three times, all her teeth
were pulled by age 18: she had serious Kidney and bladder trouble in 1744 and
some "war butchers" (her expression), cauterized her uretha and neck of the
bladder without anesthetic! In Auqust of 1973 she wasz exposed to gas escaping in
an old refrigerator and after testing and re-testing, doctors decided to do
exploratory suragery. Since most of her family had died in August <her father
August 1743, a brother August 1933, her mother August 1944 and a sister August
1972) she refused to be operated on and, thani God, recuperated on her own.
She says that atter finding astrology, she knew she was here for a purpose and
was not going to die. When zhe found astreleqy in 1970, by secondary progression
the 5Sun had just entered 0 Aries, WYenus had just moved into 0 Taurus and Fluto

had gone direct.

Do not look for sguares by progression to goad the squareless individual into
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action. They do not have them natally and therefore rarely kKnow how to handls
the challenge or tension produced -- in fact they often cannot cope at all at
those times., Only as they become aware, be if through astrology or other mind
expanding methods, do they Knowingly iearn to utilize the strength inherent in

the square.

CHART 2 - is a male with seven plzanets above the horizon who would probably
love to climb above the station of life he was born to, especially with a &5
degree 10th house and Mare as well as VUenus in the 10th. He has six cadent and
five mutable planets plus a mutable MC; he also has four planets and the angles
in water signsz; his Sun iz in Pisces, and Pisces more than any other sign of the
Zodiac reflects the rest of the chart and develops accordingly. has an
unaspected Venus, and, of course, no squares.
That many imbalances can present some probliems that are not esasy to overcome.
has zix planetary quincunxes (inconjuncts) fiwve retrograde planets, and a
difficult Saturn, none of which make his chart any easier.
At age 20, when the progressed Sun squared Pluto, married and, despite
having Five children, his wife divorced him after nearly 20 years of marriage.

By that time the progreszed Sun was square the Ascendant. She left him not

because there was a lack of love —-- was then and still is today a charming,
Kindhearted, warm and sensitive man -- but because of his relationship to his
mother,

Apparently his mother has always run his life; his father died when he was 10 (I
presume when Uranus was conjunct his Sun), and mether ruled him with an  iron
hand. She hated every girl he ever tried to associate with, and made life so
impossible for ‘s wife, that she left him three tfmes and finally divorced
him as a "lost cause." - never fought his mother, because without sguares we

rarely fight, especially not a mother (Cancer/d4th). Occasionally he would try



to rezson with her, and would give a great big sigh when he realized that she
would not listen, and then let it go at that.

At  age 3% his fast girl friend lett him; Mama won again. will tell  vyou
very honestly that he Knows he should put mother in a home, but after all, he is
her only child and it is his duty to take qood care of her. Upon deeper probing
vou will realize that has hated his mother all of his life and guilt 1is
making him qiwve in and compromise, instead of making the adiustments demanded by
£i¥ qQuincunxesa. A zqua%eless chart will find it much easier to compromise, _to

give in, ves even to give up rather than to fight.

CHART 3 - is another male who lacks squares and sextiles, drive and
opportunity. But he has no other real imbalances. He has a see-saw chart (just
like b and innately needs to learn to weigh and balance, because the natural
pattern 13 that of a teeter—totter, pulling him first in one direction and then
in the other.

spent parts of his life feeling sorry for himself, sure that evervbody got a
better deal than he —— but those emotions were only expressed to his wife. The
world at large saw a regal Leo, in control and in charge; a big man ©(474%) who
generously gave to his friends and acquaintances. was, and still is, one of
the most self-indulgent people I Know. He felt denied in his youth (Saturn  in
the 1st) and therefore to this day he will buy every toy he didn“t own as 3
child. His house is Full of trains and stations and planes and vyoyos and
electronic games and gadgets and you name it, he’s got it.
He did not travel as a voungster, so now he takes off at every occasion. He took
a year’s wacation and dragged his poor wife, fwho is & tall herself) all
through Europe in a tiny Volkswagen camper. Every time one of his children or

his parents present him with a problem, he goes on a trip, unlesz his wife

handles the problem for him. He is basically handling his life well , is still
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married to the same wife, holds down an excellent job where he is well liked,
has a large social circle and a good income, but he basically cannot face
problems when they arise, and like so many people with squareless charts, he
will sKirt the issues as long as he can or just plain run away. I have one
client with no squares who moves every time something goes wrong. 5She has now
moved 28 times and is all of 34 year:z old. Because has no other serious
imbalances, he can handle his life fairly well and could do even better if he

would get some psychological or astrological counseling.

Before we continue, [ would like to stress one important point. MWhen I say no
squares or no oppositions, I am speaking of interplanetary aspects. That’s where
the integration or non-integration takes place; that’s where we learn to
interrelate and where the influence on our character is felt., Aspects to  the
Ascendant and Midheaven are very important, but they are points in the heavens
and portend action rather than character formation. Now to some famous

personalities.

GEORGES BRAQUES is a3 wonderful example. He was one of the most innovative
artists of this century, vyet itotally eclipsed by Picasso and never really
allowed the position of leadership he richly deserved as father of cubism.
Braque has quite a few imbalances, nine planets below and 8 east; he has no
water and no planets in the houses of endings, but he has Pisces rising.

1 have found that when the lacking element is placed on the Ascendant, the
person overcompensates for all the missing characteristics. In other words,
with a Pisces Ascendant he is more emotional, more sensitive, more intuitive and
z0 on. To boot, Braque has a fan pattern with the Moon as the input planet,
confirming his emotional nature. @And, of course, Braque has no squares to help

him fight back. He has six planets in the fixed mode, seven in succedent houses,
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become aware of others, notf only so we can understand their needs, but also to
realize that their needs often fulfill our needs. They may nesd to receive love
and we may need to give it -- just as Aries and Libra need each other we need
our opposites, the other, the 7th house, in order to fully understand who we
really are. But if we lack oppositions, we do not innately know or feel this

need to relate. Let’s again work with a few personal samples.

CHART 4 - [z a woman with a rather tight bow! pattern and nearly all the
planets on the east, 5he is not only in charge of her own life, but is also
self-contained and far from objective. Those factors combined with an unaspected
12th house Sun could prevent her from looking at herself deeply and honestly.

would like to take the easy way ocut, not really be responsible for her
actions and blame someone else, some outside source! The maturity necessary to
be accountable is hard for her, <since she has no oppositions to guide her into
becoming aware, and to make matters worse, she has only one square to force her
to grow and develop. We should also note that there are no retrograde planets
which could assist her in working things out internaliy before externalizing the

action.

. & beautiful young actress, married an older man who brought 3 baby boy
into the marriage. threw herself into motherhood (Plute, ruler of her
Sth house in the lst, conjunct Jupiter;. 3he did less and less film work and
more and more acted cut the role of a homemaKer. (Saturn, ruler of her 7th in
Gemini in the 12th, conjunct Mercury, ruler of the 4th, and both of them
conjunct the Moon.}? Unforiunately has Neptune in her 4th house and
pretty soon she felt mare wictim than wife or homemaker. She imagined herself
abused and neglected and she started to drink rather heaviiv. The vicious circle
continued, because as she gained weight and lost her looks, she alszo lost all

possibility of going back to work - and with it went her self respect.
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The downward road continued -- no self respect led to attacking ner loved ones
and after & few years her husband had his ¥i11 and filed for divorce. A long and
sad battle ensued for the child, but she Tost the case and sank deeper and
deeper into her alcoholism. Her inability to understand how her husband felt and
what she was doing to all of them nearlw cost her her life.

But there iz an up note to this stary. moved away and [ lost touch with
her, but one day she called and said that she had been listening to my original
natal chart interpretation tape, and that I had mentioned something about being
able to tune in if made aware of approaching oppositions by progression. She was
in an AA program back East and doing befter. MWe started workKing on her chart
again and when the progressed Moon together with transiting Plﬁtm opposed Mars,
she started seeing a psychologist. She also started to meditate. She remarried

in 1934 and is in charge of a diet clinic.

CHART 5 - is another female with quites a few imbalances. First of all,
no oppositions, also no sextiles and as with , anly one square. What's
more, there is no earthlin the chart except for the MC, and oniy one planet is
placed in the houses of substance - namely Saturn in the &th house.
But some of the imbalances can be helptul to . Such as szeven planets east
to enable her to be in charge of her own life, to be a self starter; seven
planets in the cardiral mode, spurring her into action {confirmed by an Aries
Ascendant) . This is wery helpful, since she has no planets in anguliar houses.
has seven planets in cadent houses, giving her the potential of being
adaptable and wersatile. MWith only one planet in the fixed mode, this
versatility needs to be watched so she will not scatter her talents. She does
get some help from her tenacious stellium in Cancer.
Since Saturn is in her Sth housze and rules her 10th, we can assume that much of

her effort will be directed into the work/career area; with the Moon, Sun,



Venus, MHercury and Pluto in the 3rd house, possibily even some field with 3rd
house emphasis. 5She is a speech pathslogist, started her career fresh out of
college and stili does the same thing with certain wariations; instead of
working for someone else, as she did in the beginning, she now owns her own
business and employs approximately 10 people.

But what about her private 1ife? How doesz a person with no oppositions, no
sextiles and only one square handlie the childhood traumas we all have to face?
Like so many of our previous exampies, she’ll tell you that her youth was "just
great." She lost her mother at age two (progressed Sun conjunct Pluto and
secondary progressed Moon square Saturn) , but she may not have felt the brunt of
it, =ince her aqrandmcther moved in to take care of her as well as  her older
sister and brother.

At age ten her father drowned and her grandmother died. (Secondary progressed
Mercury square Saturn, retrograde Venus conjunct Mercury, the progressed MC
zquare Saturn?. She .will tell wyou that everything was "just fine" since the
three of them were lovingly adopted by their aunt and uncle. (Weptune in the 5th
caﬁ often indicate your adoption or wou adopting a chiiq.)

530 where did the unspent tears and the unspent anger go? Not enough squares in
the chart to really get mad and cry out, to curse and stamp your feet and
somehow work it all out of wour system. No oppositions to help her become
conscious C(aware) of what was happening and what it was doing to her. Instead
she used her quincunxes, she has five of them, and cadent houses, to adjust to
her new !ife -- "laughingly and happily® as she relates it.

She was successful in high school, did well in college and then, one day, out of
a clear blue sky, at the ripe age of 20, she could not board the bus to go to
her clazses. That was the beginning of 25 years of deep seated phobias, endless

psychiatric and medical sessions; wears of sitting on the outside seat in any
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restaurant booth, of not depositing her own checks in the bank or doing her own
marketing, since she could nét stand in line; vyears of walking up endless
flighte of stairs rather than take an elevator.

Of course with all the time taken up by agoraphobia and her profession, there
was no time for a husband. She did finally work hgr way out of the phobias and
she leads a full and successful buziness life, but the internalizing was so
powerful that it took all those years to solve her difficulties, and she is
still reluctant to commit hersel$ on any plane deeper than friendship. Had there
been more squares and a few good oppositions, it would have been much easier;
the developmental ténsians thus manifested would have forced her to deal with

her problems much earlier in life.

CHART & - Hiz chart rexlly suffers from imbalances. Eight west, eight
below, =ight planets in fire but zero in air and only one in the houses of
relationships: only the MC in earth and no planets at all in the house of
substance. 3o not only isn”t well grounded (no earth), but he also has
trouble communicating {no air) and, without oppositions, he has trouble relating
to others. What he really does well is to put his foot into any door, in fact he
can storm a door with 3 six planet stellium in Aries, five of them in the 35th
house equating with Leo, plus Saturn inm Sagittarius and Neptune in Leo, or eight
planets in fire. aAdd to that seven cardinal planets and wow! When COomes
intos a room, you’ll Know it, for sure!

His five different wives thought so too. OFf course when they divorced him, it
was never his fault -— an Aries with no oppositions can“t be wrong! By the way,
despite five planets in Aries in the Sth house and Pluto in the B8th, -
orientation is changing from fun, games, "dames" and sex to a great interest in

the metaphysical field.

What about some famous people without oppositions and with other imbalances.
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VINCENT VAN GOGH is one good example. With seven planets in his enormous &0
degree 10th house, he lived for his profession, his painting. His lack of air
and lack of planats in the houses of relationships directed all his perceptive
and communicative abilities to express into Jjust one area, namely his art. His
unaspected Sun permitted him to be strictly himself, a true Aries. RWithout
oppositions he didn’t spend much time working on one-to-one relationships. He
tived and died pursuing his wocation which also was his avocation, and on  the

way he pionesersed a new style, as a true Aries would.

FANNY BRICE, Baby Snooks of the old radic days, made famous again by Barbra
Streisand in  "Funny Girl" and "Funnvt Lady" has no oppositions. Fanny has no
planets in fire and none in the houses of life {she should have gotten together
with for compensation), but she has a Leo éAscendant, making her a wvery
fiery and enthusiastic individual. 3She has eight planets east amd seven below,
an unaspected Venus, no sextiles and of course no oppositions. Mo wonder she so

desperately Kept looking for lowve and never found if.

MONTGOMERY CLIFT, that sensitive, wonderful actor with no oppositions, no
quincunxes, eight planets below and few aspects to help integrate his chart had
a rather sad life, never quite coming to grips with his homosexuality. Atter his
terrible car accident, which required plastic surgery on his face, he never
quite seemed the same man - in fact his drinking problem got out of hand and he
died relatively vyoung of 3 heart attack., Uranus, the handle of his bucket
pattern was conjunct his Descendant, but it was not strong enough to help him
relate, and HMNeptune 1n the 12th, ruling his 7th house, did not help him

understand his own needs.

Remember, most people whe lack sgquares or oppositions learn to cope quite well,

not necezsarily when the first square or oppesition hits them by progression or
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direction, but nearly always by the second or third time. The more imbalances,
the harder it becomes. You, the astrologer, can help them by making them aware

of where they lack the inborn impetus and how to overcome it and work with what

they have.





